
While most jobs go through our shop without a hitch,
we occasionally get a phone call asking “What are these
marks, and why are they on my piece?” after a client gets
back a finished job. The nicks they’re referring to are a neces-
sary aspect of all diecutting, and many variables exist that cause
them to vary in size, location and quantity. But through proper plan-
ning and consultation with Diecrafters, most nicks can be hidden. Keep
the following tips in mind when you design your next job:

Place the tail of the piece at the lead edge of the press sheet. A typical pocket
folder layout calls for the tightest register to be placed at the lead, or gripper edge of the

sheet. However, nicks at the gripper
need to be more substantial than at the
trailing edge in order to carry the sheet
through the press. To compensate for
unsightly nicks on the face of a piece, a fin-
isher will often make them smaller, resulting
in increased spoilage and slower turnaround.
One way to solve this problem is to reverse
the layout and place the pocket at the gripper,
where the nicks can be hidden.

Plan for nicks on glue flaps and scores.
These are the least conspicuous spots on a
piece after converting, making them ideal for
nicks. Consult with Diecrafters early in the

design process to ensure that nicks are ideally located.

Give your finisher plenty of details. Don’t forget to include information such as ink coverage,
grain direction, type of paper and coating. Also, keep different stocks separate from one another
and clearly marked. All of these can cause delays during the diecutting process. But, if your fin-
isher is aware of every detail before it gets to his hands, additional charges can be averted, turn-
ing your customers’ complaints into compliments!

COMPLETE FINISHING SERVICES
Die Cutting Foil Stamping Embossing Hand

and Automatic Gluing Fugitive Glue Trimming 
Collating Specialty Folding Shrink Wrapping 
Stitching Hand Folding Auto Folding Drilling 
Inserting Perforating Kit Packaging Mounting

Assembly Work Two-sided Tape Application

PRODUCTS
Pocket Folders Capacity and Expandable

Folders Pop-ups Table Tents POP
Displays Direct Mail Windows Mailers

Greeting Cards Announcements
Folding Cartons CD Jackets 
Sleeves Straight and Reverse

Tuck Cartons And more!
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To stop receiving informational faxes, please call, fax or e-mail us.

1349 South 55th Court, Cicero, IL 60804-1211

This month’s tip from...
YOUR FRIENDS AT DIECRAFTERS

P.S. - If you have any

questions, give us a 
call!
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Please route through: __ estimating __ customer service
__ production __ sales __ management

YOUR SOURCE FOR:

IDEAL NICK PLACEMENT FOR POCKET FOLDERS

Phone (708) 656-3336  Fax (708) 656-3386
Email: sales@diecrafters.com


